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1. Which one of  t he f ollowing is not  a f act or  of  soil f or mat ion?     [NCERT]  

  (a) Time   (b) Soil t ext ur e   (c) Or ganic mat t er   (d) None of  t hese  

2. Which one of  t he f ollowing met hods is most  appr opr iat e t o check soil er osion on st eep  

    slopes?        [NCERT]  

  (a) Shelt er  belt s  (b) Mulching  (c) Ter r ace cult ivat ion (d) None of  t hese  

3. Which one of  t he f ollowing is not  in f avour  of  t he conser vat ion of  nat ur e? [NCERT]  

   (a) Swit ch of f  t he bulb when not  in use.   (b) Close t he t ap immediat ely af t er  using.  

  (c) dispose polypacks af t er  shopping.   (d) None of  t hese  

4. The t hin layer  of  gr ainy subst ance cover ing t he sur f ace of  t he ear t h is called  

  (a) wat er    (b) oxygen   (c) air    (d) soil  

5. I t  det er mines t he t hickness of  soil pr of ile.  

  (a) par ent  r ock   (b) t ime  (c) r elief    (d) climat e  

6. I t  is def ined as t he mass movement  of  r ock.  

  (a) landslide   (b) volcano   (c) ear t hquake   (d) f lood  

7. How many cent imet r es of  soil f or ms in hundr eds of  year s?  

  (a) 1   (b) 3  (c) 2   (d) 4  

8. This t hing is piled up t o slow down t he f low of  wat er .  

  (a) Mulching  (b) Rock   (c) River    (d) Sandst one  

9.  is a vit al r enewable nat ur al r esour ce.  

  (a) Wat er    (b) Soil  (c) Air    (d) For est   

10. How many lit r es of  wat er  is wast ed by dr ipping t ap in a year ?  

  (a) 1000   (b) 1200   (c) 1100   (d) 1300 

11. ______________  wat er  is t he most  pr ecious subst ance on ear t h.  

 (a) Saline   (b) Colour    (c) Fr esh   (d) Plain  

 

Object ive Type Quest ions 

I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 

Grade VI I I  – Geography 

Lesson 2. Land,  Soil,  Wat er,  Natural Vegetat ion and Wildlif e Resources 
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12. Veget at ion and wildlif e ar e ______________. 

  (a) Human r esour ces   (b) Valuable r esour ces  

  (c) Man-made r esour ces   (d) I nvaluable r esour ces  

13. Which bir ds in I ndian sub-cont inent  wer e dying of  kidney f ailur e?  

  (a) Eagle   (b) Peacock   (c) Vult ur e   (d) Spar r ow  

14. The only planet  in our  solar  syst em wher e lif e exit s is  

  (a) Mer cur y   (b) Ear t h   (c) Venus  (d) Mar s  

15. This f or est  t r ees shed t heir  leaves in a par t icular  season is called  

  (a) Ever gr een   (b) Gr asslands   (c) Deciduous   (d) Thor ny  

16. The t r opical gr asslands called Savannah ar e f ound in    

  (a) Nor t h Amer ica   (b) East  Af r ica   (c) Sout h Amer ica  (d) West  Af r ica  

17. Sahar a, Ar abia, Gobi ar e  

  (a) deser t s   (b) plat eaus   (c) plains  (d) mount ains  

18. ______________ ar e t he home t o animals and plant s.  

   (a) Caves   (b) Tr ees   (c) For est s   (d) Mount ains  

19. I t  is t he var iet y of  f lor a and f auna in an ar ea  

  (a) Diver sit y   (b) Biodiver sit y   (c) For est   (d) Ecosyst em  

1. b 2. c 3. c 4. d  5.b 6. a 7. a 8. b 9. a 10. b 

11. c 12. a 13. c 14. b 15. c 16. b 17. a 18. c 19. b  

  

 

 

1. Which of  t hese r esour ces cover s about  t hr ee-f our t hs of  t he t ot al sur f ace of  ear t h?  

 a. land b. soil c. air  d. wat er  

2. What  ar e low-lying ar eas ver y suscept ible t o? 

 a. ear t hquakes  b. landslides c. f looding d. t sunamis 

3. Which of  t hese physical f eat ur es ar e best  suit ed f or  living?  

 a. plains and r iver  valleys b. mount ains  

 c. deser t s  d. lakes and r iver s 

4. Which of  t hese is example of  communit y land?  

 a. t he Sunder ban f or est s b. a bungalow 

  c. t he Par liament  House d. none of  t hese 

I I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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5. What  is t he maj or it y of  land in I ndian used f or ? 

  a. cult ivat ion  b. past ur e c. f or est s d. none of  t hese 

6. Which of  t hese count r ies is mainly cover ed wit h f or est  land?  

 a. I ndia b. Br azil c. USA d. bot h b and c 

7. Due t o what  f eat ur e is ocean wat er  unf it  f or  human consumpt ion?  

  a. poisonous   b. salinit y  

  c. wat er  t emper at ur e  d. none of  t hese 

1. d 2. c 3. a 4. a 5. a 6. d 7. b 

    

 

 

PRELUDE 

1. I n which of  t he f ollowing cont inent s is Tanzania sit uat ed?  

  a. Eur ope b. Asia c. Af r ica d. Sout h Amer ica 

Land 

2. Which of  t he f ollowing is t he most  impor t ant  nat ur e r esour ce? 

 a. Land b. Wat er  c. Air  d. All of  t hese 

3. The uneven dist r ibut ion of  populat ion in t he wor ld is due t o t he var ied char act er ist ics of   

  a. land and climat e  b. climat e  c. veget at ion d. set t lement s 

4. The example of  common pr oper t y r esour ce is 

 a. communit y land b. individual building c. bot h (a) and (b) d. none of  t hese 

5. ______________ is t he use of  land f or  dif f er ent  pur poses like agr icult ur e, f or est r y, mining  

   const r uct ion of  buildings, houses, indust r ies and r oad.  

  a. Land degr adat ion b. Land use c. Land f illing d. Land digging  

6. Which of  t he f ollowing det er mine t he use of  land?  

 a. Soil and t opogr aphy b. Climat e and veget at ion 

 c. Availabilit y of  wat er  d. All o f  t hese 

7. Aust r alia uses it s lar gest  por t ion of  it s ar ea f or  

 a. past ur es b. cr op land c. f or est  d. ot her  uses 

Soil 

8. The lower most  layer  of  t he soil is 

 a. Weat her ed r ock b. Par ent  r ock c. Sub soil d. None of  t hese 

I I I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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9. Which of  t he f ollowing is used of  soil conser vat ion?  

  a. Mulching b. Shelt er  belt s c. Cont our  ploughing d. All of  t hese 

Water 

10. Which is not  example of  gr ound wat er ? 

 a. Wat er  f lowing in r iver s  b. Wat er  t hr ough wells 

 c. Wat er  t hr ough hand pumps d. Wat er  t hr ough submer sible pumps 

Nat ural Veget at ion and Wildlif e 

11. Which of  t he f ollowing is a f amous bir d sanct uar y?  

 a. Kazir anga Nat ional Par k b. Tiger  Par k at  Dudhwa 

 c. Gir  f or est   d. Bhar at pur  Sanct uar y 

12. Why is it  necessar y t o incr ease t he ar ea under  f or est s? 

 a. To maint ain ecological balance  

  b. For est  absor b car bon dioxide f r om t he at mospher e 

 c. For est  help in r aising t he level of  pr ecipit at ion 

 d. All of  t hese 

13. Lar ge scale dest r uct ion of  f or est  cover  and ar able land has occur r ed due t o t he f ollowing.  

 a. Gr owing populat ion  b. Ever  gr owing demand of  t he populat ion  

 c. Bot h (a) and (b)  d. None of  t hese 

1. c 2. d 3. a 4. a 5. b 6. d 7. a 

8. b 9. d 10. a 11. d 12. d 13. a  

 

 

 

1. Which one of  t he f ollowing is NOT a f act or  of  soil f or mat ion?  

 a. Time b. Soil t ext ur e c. Or ganic mat t er  d. Mulching 

2. Which is t he most  appr opr iat e met hod t o check soil er osion on st eep slopes?  

 a. Shelt er  belt s  b. Mulching   

 c. Ter r ace cult ivat ion d. Cont our  bar r ier s 

3. Which one of  t he f ollowing is NOT in f avour  of  t he conser vat ion of  nat ur e?  

 a. Swit ch of f  t he bulb when not  in use b. Close t he t ap immediat ely af t er  using 

 c. Dispose playpacks af t er  shopping d. Const r uct ing Rock Dams 

 

I V.  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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4. Which one of  t he f ollowing det er mines t he land use pat t er n?  

 a. Climat e  b. Topogr aphy c. Miner als d. All of  t hese 

5. Kazir anga Nat ional Par k is sit uat ed in  

 a. West  Bengal b. Manipur  c. Assam d. Odisha 

6. Dudhwa Tiger  Par k is sit uat ed in  

 a. West  Bengal b. Ut t ar  Pr adesh c. Assam d. Odisha 

7. Bhar at pur  Sanct uar y is a f amous 

 a. Bir d Sant uar y b. Tiger  Par k c. Nat ional Par k d. Zoo 

8. Fallow land is a  

  a. Gr oup of  plant s in ar eas having similar  climat ic condit ion 

 b. Land cover ed wit h gr ass shr ubs on which animals gr aze f r eely 

 c. Mar ginal lands kept  f allow f or  a cer t ain per iod t o r est or e t heir  f er t ilit y 

 d. Br eaking up and decaying of  exposed r ocks due t o var ious f act or s.  

9. Biome means: 

 a. Gr oup of  plant s in ar eas having similar  climat ic condit ion 

 b. Land cover ed wit h gr ass shr ubs on which animals gr aze f r eely 

 c. Mar ginal lands kept  f allow f or  a cer t ain per iod t o r est or e t heir  f er t ilit y 

 d. Br eaking up and decaying of  exposed r ocks due t o var ious f act or s 

10. Which one of  t he f ollowing explains t he t er m Weat her ing?  

 a. Mar ginal land kept  f allow f or  a cer t ain per iod t o r est or e t heir  f er t ilit y 

 b. Br eaking up and decaying of  exposed r ocks due t o var ious f act or s 

 c. Gr oups of  plant  in ar eas having similar  climat ic condit ion 

1. b 2. c 3. c 4. d 5. c 6. b 7. a 8. c 9. a 10. b 
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Column A Column B 

1. Land use  a. Pr event  soil er osion 

2. Humus b. Land suit able f or  agr icult ur e 

3. Rock dams c. Pr oduct ive use of  land 

4. Ar able land d. Or ganic mat t er  deposit ed on t op soil 

5. Mount ains f . Deser t  

6. Thor ny bushes g. Relief  f eat ur e 

7. Yak h. Wildlif e Pr ot ect ion Act  

8. 1972 i. Ladakh 

 

1. c 2. d 3. a 4. b 5. g 6. f  7. i 8. h 

 

 

 

 

Column I  Column I I  

i. Ter r ace f ar ming a. Pr ot ect ion f r om soil wash 

ii. I nt er cr opping b. Checking wing movement   

iii. Cont our   c. Reducing sur f ace r un-of f  

iv. Shelt er  belt s d. Ret aining soil moist ur e 

v. Mulching e. Pr event ion of  wat er  t o f low down t he slope 

 

i. c ii. a iii. e iv. b v. d 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I .  Mat ch the Columns 

I I .  Mat ch the Columns 
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i. Fallow land a. Gr oups of  plant  communit ies in ar eas having similar  climat e condit ions 

ii. Biomes b. Br eaking up and decay of  exposed r ocks due t o var ious f act or  

iii. Weat her ing c. Mar ginal land kept  f allow f or  a cer t ain per iod t o r est or e t heir  f er t ilit y 

iv. Past ur es d. Land cover ed wit h gr ass shr ubs on which animals ar e gr azed f r eely 

 

i. c 2. a 3. b 4. d 

 

 

 

1. _________________ should be encour aged at  t he r egional and communit y level.   

2. ________________, ________________, ________________,  ar e made t o pr ot ect  our   

    nat ur al veget at ion and wildlif e.    

3. ________________ is an int er nat ional agr eement  bet ween gover nment s.  

4. ________________ and ________________ of f er  suit able land f or  agr icult ur e.    

5. ________________ and ________________ is t he classif icat ion of  land on t he basis of   

    owner ship.  

6. Ther e should be incr ease in t he ________________ t o ar r est  landslide. 

7. The r ight  mix of  ________________ and ________________  make t he soil f er t ile. 

8. Par ent  r ock, r elief , t ime and climat e ar e t he f act or s of  ________________. 

9. Pangi village is in ________________. 

1. Vanmohat asava 2. Nat ional par ks, wildlif e sanct uar ies, biospher e r eser ves 

3. CI TES 4. Plains and r iver s 5. pr ivat e land and communit y 

land 

6. veget at ion cover  7. miner als, or ganic mat t er  8. soil f or mat ion 

9. Himachal Pr adesh   

 

 

 

1. The pr ocess r esponsible f or  soil f or mat ion is called _______________. 

2. Soil becomes f er t ile due t o t he r ight  mix of  _______________ and _______________. 

I .  Fill in the blanks 

I I .  Fill in the blanks 

I I I .  Mat ch the Columns 
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3. The colour , t ext ur e, et c. of  soil is det er mined by _______________. 

4. Climat e f act or s inf luencing r at e of  weat her ing include _______________ and  

    _______________.   

5. 70% of  f r esh wat er  exist s as _______________. 

i. weat her ing ii. miner als, or ganic mat t er  iii. par ent  r ock 

iv. r ainf all; t emper at ur e v. ice sheet s  

 

 

 

1. Near ly 97% of  t he ear t h' s t ot al wat er  is in t he f or m of  _________________. 

2. Tiger  Par k at  Dudhwa is sit uat ed in t he st at e _________________. 

3. _________________ is pr oduced wit h t he help of  r unning and f alling wat er .  

4. Polar  ar eas ar e _________________ populat ed ar eas.  

5. We can _________________ t he supply of  dr inking wat er  by inst alling desalinat ion plant s.  

6. I n _________________ ar eas landslides have been a maj or  and widely spr ead nat ur al  

     disast er . 

1. Sea, oceans 2. Ut t ar  Pr adesh 3. Hydr o-elect r icit y 

4. spar sely 5. incr ease 6. mount ians 

 

 

 

1. An ir r igat ion met hod which is usef ul in dr y r egion is _________________. 

2. _________________ r ef er s t o t he dest r uct ion of  soil by wind and wat er .  

3. Wat er  is a vit al _________________ nat ur al r esour ce. 

4. The r ight  mix of  ________________ and _________________ makes t he soil f er t ile. 

5. Most  of  t he indust r ial ef f luent s ar e _________________ and r each human body t hr ough  

    wat er . 

6. _________________ is consider ed as an essent ial cleanser  of  t he envir onment .  

7. The gr owt h of  veget at ion depends on _________________ and _________________. 

8. Soil is made up of  _________________, _________________ and _________________. 

1. Dr ip ir r igat ion 2. Soil er osion 

3. Renewable 4. Humus and wat er  

I I I .  Fill in the blanks 

I V.  Fill in the blanks 
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5. Har mf ul 6. Vult ur e  

7. Temper at ur e and moist ur e 8. Soil f r agment s, humus and wat er  

 

 

 

1. Ganga-Br ahmaput r a plain of  I ndia is an over populat ed r egion.  

2. Wat er  availabilit y per  per son in I ndia is declining.  

3. Rows of  t r ees plant ed in t he coast al ar eas t o check t he wind movement  is called  

    int er cr opping.  

4. Human int er f er ence and changes of  climat e can maint ain t he ecosyt em.  

5. Black buck also needs pr ot ect ion.  

6. Killing of  lions, t iger s, deer s in I ndia is legal.  

7. Human act ivit ies dist ur b t he nat ur al habit at  of  many species.  

8. Thor ny shr ubs gr ow in wet  ar eas.  

9. Br ahma Kamal is not  a medicinal her b.  

10. The Ear t h is called ' wat er  planet ' .  

11. Plant s and t r ees const it ut e nat ur al wildlif e.  

12. Flor a r ef er s t o plant s.  

13. Wildlif e does not  include t he aquat ic lif e f or ms.  

14. Gr owt h of  veget at ion depends upon t emper at ur e and moist ur e.  

15. The maj or it y of  land in I ndia is used f or  past ur e.  

1. Tr ue 2. Tr ue 3. False 4. Tr ue 5. Tr ue 6. False 7. Tr ue 8. False 

9. False 10. Tr ue 11. False 12. Tr ue 13. False 14. Tr ue 15. False  

 

 

 

1. Land has similar  f eat ur es all over  t he sur f ace of  t he ear t h. 

2. Plains and valleys ar e densely populat ed because of  soil f er t ilit y.  

3. Populat ion and t echnology ar e impor t ant  f act or s t hat  det er mine land use pat t er n.  

4. The ear t h is called t he wat er  planet  because of  t he lar ge amount  of  wat er  available over  it . 

5. For est  and ot her  veget at ion pr omot e sur f ace r un-of f .  

1. False 2. Tr ue 3. Tr ue 4. Tr ue 5. False 

I .  True or False 

I I .  True or False 
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1. The qualit y of  land dif f er  f r om place t o place.  

2. Nat ur al r esour ces ar e essent ial f or  economic development  of  a count r y.  

3. The gr assland of  Asia and Af r ica ar e over populat ed r egion.  

4. Wat er  is f ound only in liquid f or m on ear t h.  

1. Tr ue 2. Tr ue 3. False 4. False 

 

 

 

 

1.  Which are t he t wo main climat ic f act ors responsible f or soil f ormat ion? [NCERT]  

  Temper at ur e and r ainf all ar e t he t wo main climat ic f act or s r esponsible f or  soil 

f or mat ion.  

2.  Write any t wo reasons f or land degradat ion t oday.  [NCERT]  

  The t wo r easons f or  land degr adat ion ar e  

  (i) Over gr azing    (ii) Def or est at ion.  

3.  Why is land considered as an import ant  resource? [NCERT]  

  Land is an impor t ant  r esour ce because it  is used f or  dif f er ent  pur poses like agr icult ur e, 

f or est r y, mining, building, houses, et c.  

4.  What  is land?  

  Land is among t he most  impor t ant  nat ur al r esour ces. Land cover s about  29% of  t he t ot al 

ar ea of  t he ear t h' s sur f ace. I t  is made up of  soil and r ock.  

5.  What  do you mean by land use?  

  Land use r ef er s t o t he use of  land f or  dif f er ent  pur poses such as agr icult ur e, f or est r y, 

mining, building houses, et c.  

6.  Def ine private land.   

  Pr ivat e land r ef er s t o t he par t  of  land owned by an individual or  gr oup of  individuals like 

land used f or  per sonal pur poses only (house).  

7.  What  do you mean by communit y land?  

  Communit y land is owned by t he communit y f or  common uses like collect ion of  f odder , 

medicinal her bs. These communit y lands ar e also called common pr oper t y r esour ces.  

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

I I I .  True or False 
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8.  What  is t he dif f erence bet ween def orestat ion and af f orestat ion?  

  Def or est at ion r ef er s t o t he act ion of  cut t ing down t r ees, wher eas af f or est at ion r ef er s 

t o t he act ion of  plant ing t r ees.  

9.  What  do you mean by conservat ion of  land resources?  

  Conser vat ion of  land r esour ces r ef er s t o t he use of  land pr oper ly and car ef ully, so t hat  

we can save our  land r esour ces f or  f ut ur e gener at ions.  

10.  Def ine landslides.   

  Landslides r ef er  t o t he mass movement  of  r ock, debr is or  ear t h down a slope. They 

of t en t ake place in conj unct ion wit h ear t hquakes, f loods and volcanoes.  

11.  Write the def init ion of  soil.   

  Soil is t he t hin layer  of  gr ainy subst ance cover ing t he sur f ace of  t he ear t h. I t  is made 

up of  or ganic mat t er , miner als and weat her ed r ocks f ound on t he ear t h.  

12.  What  is weathering?  

  The br eaking up and decay of  exposed r ocks by t emper at ur e changes, f r ost  act ion, 

plant s, animals and human act ivit y is called weat her ing.  

13.  Explain t he term soil erosion.   

  Soil er osion r ef er s t o t he r emoval of  t op soil by r unning wat er s, winds and glacier  or  

human act ion.  

14.  What  do you mean by degradat ion of  soil?  

  Removal of  t op soil is called soil degr adat ion. Bot h human and nat ur al f act or s can lead t o 

degr adat ion of  soils. Ex: Landslides, soil er osion.  

15.  What  is t he importance of  wat er resources?  

  Wat er  is a vit al r enewable nat ur al r esour ce. Humans use lar ge amount s of  wat er  not  only 

f or  dr inking and washing but  also in pr ocesses of  pr oduct ion like agr icult ur e, indust r ies, 

gener at ing elect r icit y, et c.  

16.  Explain natural vegetat ion.   

  Nat ur al Veget at ion r ef er s t o t he gr oup of  plant s which gr ow in an ar ea wit hout  t he 

int er f er ence of  human beings.  

17.  What  is wildlif e?  

  Wildlif e includes animals, bir ds, insect s, aquat ic lif e f or ms which live in t heir  nat ur al 

habit at . 
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18.  Describe t he various t ypes of  natural veget at ion.   

  The var ious t ypes of  nat ur al veget at ion ar e as f ollows:  

  (i) For est   

  (ii) Gr asslands  

  (iii) Shr ubs and Tundr a  

19.  What  is ecosyst em?  

  I n t he biospher e living beings ar e int er -r elat ed and int er dependent  on each ot her  f or  

sur vival. This lif e suppor t ing syst em is known as t he ecosyst em.  

20.  What  do you understand by ' rainwat er harvest ing' ?  

  I t  is t he pr ocess of  collect ing r ainwat er  f r om r oof  t ops and dir ect ing it  t o an 

appr opr iat e locat ion wher e it  is st or ed f or  f ut ur e use.  

21.  What  is ' biosphere' ?  

  Nat ur al veget at ion and wildlif e exist s only in t he nar r ow zone of  cont act  bet ween 

lit hospher e, hydr ospher e and at mospher e t hat  is called ' biospher e' .  

22.  Which regions in the world f ace water scarcit y?  

  Most  of  Af r ica, West  Asia, Sout h Asia, par t s of  West er n USA, Nor t h-west  Mexico, 

par t s of  Sout h Amer ica and ent ir e Aust r alia ar e f acing shor t age in f r esh wat er  supply.  

23.  What  is a ' Nat ional Park'  ?  

 A nat ur al ar ea designat ed t o pr ot ect  bot h f lor a and f auna f or  t he pr esent  and f ut ur e 

gener at ion is called a Nat ional Par k.  

24.  What  does ' biosphere reserve'  mean?  

  Ser ies of  pr ot ect ed ar eas linked t hr ough a global net wor k, int ended t o demonst r at e t he 

r elat ionship bet ween conser vat ion and development  is called biospher e r eser ve.  

 

 

 

  

1.  Name any t wo st eps that  the government  has taken t o conserve plant s and animals.   

        [NCERT]  

  The st eps t aken by t he gover nment  t o conser ve plant s and animals ar e:  

  (i) Est ablishment  of  nat ur al par ks, wildlif e sanct uar ies, biospher e r eser ves.  

  (ii) Ban on killing animals and bir ds and cut t ing of  t r ees.  

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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2.  Suggest  three ways t o conserve wat er.        [NCERT]  

  Three ways t o conserve wat er are:  

  (i) Ef f icient  use of  wat er .  

  (ii) Rainwat er  har vest ing.  

  (iii) Canals f or  ir r igat ion should be checked f or  wat er  losses t hr ough seepage and 

pr omot ing spr inkler  ir r igat ion t o check evapor at ion and seepage.  

3.  Name t he f act ors af f ect ing land use.   

  The f act or s af f ect ing land use ar e:  

  (i) Physical f eat ur e    (ii) Types of  r ocks  

  (iii) Pr ivat e and communit y land   (iv) Climat e  

  (v) Time    (vi) Par ent  r ock  

  (vii) Flor a, f auna and micr o-or ganism.  

4.  What  are t he maj or t hreat s t o the environment ?  

  The maj or  t hr eat s t o t he envir onment  ar e:  

  (i) Land degr adat ion   (ii) Landslides  

  (iii) Soil er osion    (iv) Deser t if icat ion  

  (v) Over gr azing    (vi) Change in landf or ms  

  (vii) Const r uct ion act ivit ies   (viii) Expansion of  agr icult ur e  

5.  What  are t he common methods used t o conserve land resources?  

  The common met hods used t o conser ve land r esour ces ar e:  

  (i) Af f or est at ion     (ii) Land r eclamat ion  

  (iii) Regulat ed use of  chemical pest icides and f er t iliser s 

  (iv) Checks on over gr azing  

6.  Explain t he mit igat ion techniques of  landslides.   

  The mit igat ion t echniques of  landslides ar e:  

  (i) Hazar d mapping t o locat e ar eas pr one t o landslides.  

  (ii) Const r uct ion of  r et ent ion walls t o st op land f r om slipping.  

  (iii) I ncr ease in t he veget at ion cover s t o ar r est  landslide.  

7.  Explain t he soil prof ile.   

  Soil is made up of  f our  layer s which ar e:  

  (i) Top soil: I t  cont ains humus and veget at ion.  

  (ii) Sub soil: I t  is t he second layer  and consist s of  sand, silt  and clay.  
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  (iii) Fr agment ed r ock mat er ial: I t  is t he t hir d layer  and is made up of  weat her ed r ock 

mat er ial.  

  (iv) Par ent  r ock: I t  is t he solid unweat her ed r ock.  

8.  Write the f act ors of  soil f ormat ion.   

  The maj or  f act or s of  soil f or mat ion ar e:  

  (i) Nat ur e of  t he Par ent  r ock   (ii) Relief   

  (iii) Flor a, f auna and micr o-or ganism   (iv) Climat e  

  (v) Time  

9.  Ment ion the f act ors which lead t o soil degradat ion?  

  The f act or s which lead t o soil degr adat ion ar e as f ollows:  

  (i) Def or est at ion    (ii) Over gr azing  

  (iii) Over use of  chemical pest icides and f er t iliser s  

  (iv) Rain wash    (v) Landslides  

  (vi) Floods 

10.  Name some methods of  soil conservat ion.  

  The met hods of  soil conser vat ion ar e:  

  (i) Mulching   (i) Cont our  bar r ier s 

  (iii) Rock clam    (iv) Ter r ace f ar ming  

 (v) I nt er  cr opping   (vi) Cont our  ploughing 

  (vii) Shelt er  belt s.  

11.  Explain ' Wat er Cycle' .   

 Wat er  cycle includes t hr ee at mospher ic pr ocesses which ar e evapor at ion condensat ion 

and pr ecipit at ion of  wat er  f r om ear t h' s sur f ace. I t  is in const ant  mot ion, cycling t hr ough t he 

oceans, t he air , t he land and back again, t hr ough t he pr ocesses of  evapor at ion, pr ecipit at ion and 

r un-of f .  

12.  How can we conserve water?  

  By t he f ollowing ways we can conser ve wat er :  

  (i) Ef f icient  use of  wat er .  

  (ii) Rain wat er  har vest ing.  

  (iii) For est  and ot her  veget at ion cover  slow t he sur f ace r unof f  and r eplenish 

under gr ound wat er .  

  (iv) Spr inkler s ir r igat ion by checking wat er  losses t hr ough seepage and evapor at ion.  
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  (v) Canals used f or  ir r igat ing f ields should be lined t o minimise losses by wat er  seepage. 

13.  Classif y land on t he basis of  ownership.   

  (i) Land can be classif ied on t he basis of  owner ship as  

  (a) Pr ivat e land    (b) Communit y land  

  (ii) Pr ivat e land is owned by individuals wher eas communit y land is owned by t he 

communit y f or  common uses like collect ion of  f odder , f r uit s, nut s or  medicinal her bs.  

  (iii) These communit y lands ar e also called ' Common Pr oper t y Resour ces' ,  

 

 

 

 

1.  How we can conserve nat ural veget at ion and wildlif e?  

  We can conser ve nat ur al veget at ion and wildlif e by t he f ollowing ways:  

  (i) Nat ur al par ks, and wildlif e, nat ional par ks, wildlif e sanct uar ies and biospher e r eser ves 

ar e made t o pr ot ect  our  nat ur al f lor a and f auna.  

  (ii) Conser vat ion of  cr eeks, lakes and wet lands is also necessar y t o save t he pr ecious 

r esour ce f r om deplet ion.  

  (iii) Encour agement  of  awar eness pr ogr ammes like social f or est r y and Vanmahot asava.  

 (iv) School childr en should be encour aged t o bir d wat ch and visit  nat ur al camps t o 

appr eciat e t he habit at  of  var ied species.  

2.  Brief ly describe CI TES?  

  CI TES means t he Convent ion on I nt er nat ional Tr ade in Endanger ed Species of  wild Fauna 

and Flor a. I t  is an int er nat ional agr eement  bet ween gover nment s t hat  list s t hat , t her e ar e 

sever al species of  animals and bir ds in which t r ade is pr ohibit ed. I t  aims t o ensur e t hat  

int er nat ional t r ade in specimens of  wild animals and plant s does not  t hr eat en t heir  sur vival. 

Roughly 5,000 species of  animal and 28,000 species of  plant s ar e pr ot ect ed. Examples: Bear s, 

Dolphins, Cact i, Cor als, Or chids and Aloes.  

3.  Write a not e on dist ribut ion of  nat ural veget at ion.   

  The dist r ibut ion of  nat ur al veget at ion has been classif ied int o t hr ee t ypes:  

  (i) For est s  

  (ii) Gr asslands  

  (iii) Scr ubs and Tundr a  

Long Answer Type Quest ions 
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  (i) Forest s:  For est s ar e associat ed wit h ar eas having abundant  wat er  supply. For est s 

consist s of  t wo divisions which ar e ever gr een and deciduous.  

  (a) Ever gr een f or est s do not  shed t heir  leaves simult aneously in any season of  t he year .  

 (b) Deciduous f or est s shed t heir  leaves in a par t icular  season t o conser ve loss of  

moist ur e t hr ough t r anspir at ion.  

  (ii) Grasslands:  I t  r ef er s t o t he shor t  st unt ed t r ees and gr asses t hat  gr ow in t he 

r egions of  moder at e r ainf all.  

  (iii) Scrubs and Tundra:  Scr ubs and t hor ny shr ubs gr ow in dr y ar eas of  low r ainf all. I n 

t hese ar eas plant s have deep r oot s and leaves wit h t hor ny and waxy sur f ace t hat  r educe loss of  

moist ur e t hr ough t r anspir at ion. They ar e f ound in dr y deser t s. Tundr a veget at ion: They ar e 

mainly f ound in cold polar  r egions and compr ise of  mosses and lichens. These ar eas ar e cover ed 

wit h snow t hr oughout  t he year .  

4.  Elaborate the methods of  soil conservat ion.   

  Some met hods of  soil conser vat ion ar e:  

  (i) Mulching:  The bar e gr ound bet ween plant s is cover ed wit h a layer  of  or ganic mat t er  

like st r aw. I t  helps t o r et ain soil moist ur e.  

  (ii) Rock Dams:  Rocks ar e piled up t o slow down t he f low of  wat er . This pr event s gullies 

and f ur t her  soil loss.  

  (iii) I nt ercropping:  Dif f er ent  cr ops ar e gr own in alt er nat e r ows and ar e sown at  

dif f er ent  t imes t o pr ot ect  t he soil f r om r ain wash.  

  (iv) Shelt er belt s:  Rows of  t r ees ar e plant ed t o check t he wind movement s t o pr ot ect  

soil cover .  

  (v) Cont our barriers:  St ones, gr ass, soil ar e used t o build bar r ier s along cont our s. 

Tr enches ar e made in f r ont  of  t hem t o collect  wat er . 

  (vi) Terrace f arming:  Br oad f lat  st eps or  t er r aces ar e made on t he st eep slopes so t hat  

f lat  sur f aces ar e available t o gr ow cr op. I t  r educes t he sur f ace r unof f  and soil er osion.  

  (vii) Cont our ploughing:  Ploughing par allel t o t he cont our s of  a hill slope t o f or m a nat ur al 

bar r ier  f or  wat er  t o f low down t he slope.  

5.  How conservat ion of  water resources can be done?  

  (i) For est  and ot her  veget at ion uses slow t he sur f ace r un of f  and r eplenish under gr ound 

wat er   

  (ii) Wat er  har vest ing is anot her  met hod t o save sur f ace r unof f .  



 

 

                                                                         17                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

  (iii) The canals used f or  ir r igat ing f ield should be pr oper ly lined t o minimise losses 

t hr ough seepage and evapor at ion.  

  (iv) I n dr y r egions wit h high r at es of  evapor at ion, dr ip or  t r ickle ir r igat ion is ver y usef ul. 

 


